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Dear David, 
 
RE: Western Gateway Sub-National Transport Body; Chepstow bypass 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 22 January regarding the Western Gateway Sub-National 
Transport Body and the Chepstow Bypass. 
 
To avoid misunderstanding the Western Gateway Sub-National Transport Body (STB) is 
formed on a voluntary basis by nine English local authorities under the Cities and Local 
Government Devolution Act 2016.  This is different to the newly formed Western Gateway 
(Powerhouse) which is an economic partnership formed by English and Welsh partners and 
which will, in due course, have views on infrastructure requirements on either side of the 
border. 
 
In December 2018 the Department for Transport issued guidance regarding the first round of 
Major Road Network (MRN) funding and the second round of Large Local Major (LLM) 
funding for schemes (2020-2025). The guidance also outlined the role of STBs in 
coordinating a Regional Evidence Base and prioritising MRN and LLN schemes based on 
the most pressing Sub-national needs. 
 
As you are aware Gloucestershire County Council submitted an Expression of Interest to the 
Western Gateway STB for the Chepstow Bypass.   
 
On the 9 March 2019 the Western Gateway STB Board was presented with the outcomes of 
an initial call for schemes and scheme appraisal process.  During the presentation an 
indicative ranking of the schemes was discussed.  In response to these discussions a further 
Members meeting took place on 29 March where the initial appraisal process was updated 
and a weighting system was introduced to reflect the objectives of the STB.  A copy of the 
assessment criteria used by the STB is provided at the end of this letter. 
 
Following broad agreement from Senior Officers for the updated scheme priorities, contact 
was made with each of the lead officers promoting the scheme(s) to confirm: that their 
schemes had been identified as a Sub-National priority; and seek assurance that they 
wanted to continue to promote the scheme as a Sub-National priority.  This included 
confirmation of the construction start date, their ability to submit the relevant business case 
by the July submission date and being able to provide a minimum 15% local match funding 
contribution.   
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On the 26 April an updated prioritised scheme list was agreed by officers and subsequently 
shared with the board after the local elections in May respecting purdah.  This prioritised 
scheme list became the basis of the Western Gateway STB’s funding submission in July 
2019.  A copy of this submission is available on the Western Gateway STB’s webpage - 
https://westerngatewaystb.org.uk/  
 
The Western Gateway STB prioritised 7 MRN schemes and 2 LLM schemes. The schemes 
prioritised focussed on three key policy themes identified through the regional Evidence 
Base:  

1. Managing urban vehicle movements within city regions to enable future housing and 
employment growth 

2. Improved north / south connectivity within the sub-region improving linkages to the 
south coast from M4 / M5  

3. Improved access to Bristol Airport and planned growth hub/corridor. 
 

The Chepstow Bypass scheme was not prioritised by the Western Gateway STB as a Large 
Local Major scheme as the STB considered the ‘scheme as not being sufficiently developed 
with issues raised over deliverability within the funding window’.  The scheme has however 
been identified as a priority for delivery post 2025, subject to a suitable funding opportunity 
arising and that a robust business case for the scheme can be developed by the promoting 
authority. 
 
As you are aware, Gloucestershire County Council jointly funded the stage 1 Chepstow 
Transport Study with Monmouthshire County Council, which included looking at the wider 
issues and impacts for the A48 corridor between Lydney and Chepstow. Gloucestershire 
County Council has recently agreed to make a financial contribution towards the stage 2 
study in the 2020/21 financial year and is continuing to support Monmouthshire County 
Council through an officer working group. 
 
I hope this letter addresses your concerns and clarifies the decision making process of the 
Western Gateway STB. 
 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
 
Colin Chick 
Executive Director: Economy, Environment and Infrastructure  
 
 
Cc –  Mark Harper, MP, Forest of Dean 
 Cllr Mark Hawthorne, Leader, GCC 

  Pete Bungard, CEx, GCC 
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